
 
 

 

 

 

M E M O 

TO:  Board of Directors 
FROM:  Christine Doty, President & CEO 
DATE:  March 10, 2020 
SUBJ:  Report 
 
 
1/ Audit of 2019 Financials to Begin 
Our auditors have notified us that they are ready to begin the audit of our 2019 year.  We hope that as 
in the past few years, they will have the financials done for consideration at our May board meeting, 
with a vote on them in June.  
 
2/ Endowment of Rose Garden 
It is important to discuss this gift from the Kaman Foundation for the endowment of the Rose Garden 
over a 10-year period and the naming of it in perpetuity for Helen S Kaman.   We should discuss when to 
publicize it broadly;  following We will celebrate this gift at tomorrow’s board meeting. 
 
3/ Bequest 
We received a check for $22,454.38 from the estate of David MacBride.  At the last Finance/Exec 
meetings, we agreed to invest this in the Fidelity accounts.  Currently, it has been deposited, as had the 
Kaman gift, in our Webster checking account, but I will be moving the gifts this week and will keep them 
in cash for a while.  
 
4/ License Agreement –Proposed Amendment for Visitor Center staffing and cleaning costs 
Kelly Jarvis arranged a meeting with Luke Bronin’s COO, Thea Montanez.  We met with Thea last week 
and she agreed to a change in the License Agreement that would permit us to offset the costs of staffing 
and cleaning the Visitor Center against the amount of rents owed to the City from our Pond House lease. 
Those costs will probably more than offset the amounts we have traditionally paid the City, and she 
understood that.   She requested that I follow up in writing.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
B.  OTHER 
 



 
 

1/ Projects 
 
Visitor Center Project— 

• The reimbursements of our contractors bills under the bond agreement have gone very 
smoothly to date.  

• Ben, Dave and I attend regular construction meetings, and everything about the interior 
construction seems to be going well and on schedule. 

• A filing was made on February 21 to have the plans approved for a parking lot in a reorganized 
work yard.  A public hearing has been scheduled for April 6, and we have hired Chuck Coursey to 
do outreach to the Walbridge Road neighborhood. 

• I am preparing a proposal for a major gift to Beth Schiro, who is receptive to contributing.  

• We are on track for planning for the May 26 (donor) and May 28 (public)grand openings and 
have had one meeting of a small committee planning for these events.   The Committee includes 
myself, Midge Tilney, Donna, Douglas, Ben and Ambassador Karen Huhtanen.  

 
2/Grants and Sponsorships: 

 
We received a grant for $9,300 from CT Humanities to prepare content for our Visitor Center—both 
in written and digital forms.  We have hired 2 consultants with this grant to help prepare the 
material. 

 
3/ Events This Week 
Todd Forrest, VP of Horticulture at NYBG, is speaking on Wednesday.  
The bulb show Is on until Friday and very beautiful.  This is a reminder to be here this Saturday if you 
have signed up for a volunteer positions have been filled, and if you’re not a volunteer, please come to 
the sale and buy plants on Saturday, March 14.  
Also, there are still places on the March 31 orchid bus to NYBG. 
Soon, we will announce an October tour to new Orleans—October 8 through 13.  
 


